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The Czech Medical Academy welcomes new members
Prague, 13th February 2005 – The Czech Medical Academy (CMA) celebrated its work over the year with a gala concert by the Prague Philharmonic Orchestra under the auspices of the President of the Czech Republic, Václav Klaus. The concert took place, as last year, in the Dvořák hall of the Rudolfinum and leading members of the Czech political, cultural and, in particular, specialist spheres. The concert was opened by the chairman of the Czech Medical Academy, Professor MUDr. Cyril Höschl, DrSc. (see photo 1), who thanked all those who had taken part in the concert preparations and without whose hard work and effort the concert could not have taken place – namely Libor Pešek, Jiří Bělohlávek, Ivan Moravec and others. 
Together with Professor Rokyta they awarded honorary diplomas to new members of the academy for their lifelong service to Czech medicine, either in the field of education, science or diagnostics and treatment (in alphabetical order):
	Prof. MUDr. Pavel Bravený, CSc. (Physiological institute, Medical Faculty MU Brno)
A renowned creative and leading personality in the field of normal and pathological physiology, especially cardiovascular. Through his scientific research, pedagogical and organisational work he has significantly contributed to the development of the field of cardio-vascular physiology. By educating his pupils and successors in his own workplace and in clinical specialities he has ensured a high specialist and human level at many workplaces where his pupils now work. He has gained international renown in his field.

	MUDr. Jan Bureš, DrSc. (Physiological Institute, Academy of Sciences CR, Prague)
One of the most famous Czech neurophysiologists at present. His contributions to cognitive neuroscience are concentrated on the research into the nerve mechanisms in learning and memory in animals. In the 1960s and 1970s Dr. Bureš was a pioneer of analytical research into the nature of the reorganisation of nerve networks, which he arrived at through classical conditioning at individual cell level. He also carried out analysis into biologically important forms of learning and widened his research into the nerve substrate of motor skills. The recognition of the importance of animal models of declarative memory led Dr. Bureš to research in spatial memory, which became the main theme of his research work over the last two decades. He is one of the most internationally-renowned Czech doctors.


	Prof. MUDr. Evžen Čech, DrSc. (Gynaecological-maternity clinic, 1. MF Charles University General Faculty Hospital, Prague)

	The name Prof. Čech will always be linked with the introduction and development of ultrasound diagnostics in gynaecology and maternity. In 1972 a commission was set up at the Czech gynaecological-maternity society and in 1974 the ultrasound diagnostics section was established, of which Prof. Čech was chairman for several years (now honorary chairman), At his clinic he not only introduced ultrasound diagnostics, but trained several specialists – not only gynaecologists – from both home and abroad. The then Czechoslovak ultrasound diagnostics were a pioneering method at least in Central and Eastern Europe. The long and systematic work of Prof. Čech in this field significantly influenced the rapid development and introduction of ultrasound diagnostics in the CR. The renown of his work abroad has been recognised in his membership of the International Society of Ultrasound in Obstetrics and gynaecology, in which he represents the Czech Republic.

Prof. MUDr. Jiří Duchoň, DrSc. (Institute of experimental oncology, Prague)

	Prof. Duchoň is an outstanding university teacher, medical doctor and natural scientist. He is a leading personality in Czech medical biology, a renowned and internationally-famous scientist, founder of schools, and a teacher and mentor for several generations of medics. He has made a significant contribution to the biochemical study of melanosome, specific cytoplasmatic organelles in pigment cells and the definition of the structure and explanation of the biosynthesis and biogradation of melanogenes, specific melanobytes, secreted in higher levels especially in malignant melanomas. In research circles concerned with the study of melanin pigmentation, pigment cells and malignant melanomas, this area is spoken of as the ‚Prague School‘.
Prof. MUDr. Jiří Duchoň, DrSc. has certainly played a decisive role in the development of medical biochemistry and science in this country.

Prof. MUDr. Karel Horký, DrSc. (2nd internal clinic for cardiology and angiology 1. MF Charles Uni. and General Faculty Hospital)
One of the leading personalities in Czech internal medicine, he is a renowned and internationally-famous scientist who was one of the first people in this country to introduce the reproducible titration of plasmatic renin and other elements of the chain that has an effect on the regulation of blood pressure. He was the second person in the world to be able to develop the radioimmunological method of setting the so-called atrial natriuretic peptides. He has also made an important contribution to the study of polymorphism in candidate genes in factors regulating blood pressure.


	Prof. MUDr. Václav Hořejší, DrSc. (Institute of molecular genetics, Academy of Sciences CR, Prague)

	Is one of the leading representatives of Czech biomedical science. Prof. Hořejší is an outstanding molecular immunologist, who is one of the most cited Czech scientists. He is able to awaken in his students interest in scientific work and to instil in them a love and respect for science. For his scientific and teaching work he has received several awards, of which the most prestigious is the Medal for merit, which was given to him by the President last year.
Prof. MUDr. Jan Evangelista Jirásek, DrSc. (Institute for care of mothers and children, Prague)

	Prof. Jirásek has dedicated his professional life to research into human embryology and the development of the human embryo, foetus and reproductive medicine. His work, although pioneering, did not receive on a domestic front the appropriate recognition due to the prevailing atmosphere in this country from the 1950s until the 1970s, but gained repute abroad. Prof. Jirásek is one of the most cited authors in the field of human embryology. He was given an award by the British Medical Association (2001), and his „Atlas of Human Prenatal Morphogenesis“, which was published in 1983 in Boston, is read all over the world. It is the first atlas based on photographs of human embryos taken using electron microscope scanning. 

Prof. MUDr. Jiří Kraml, DrSc. (Institute for medical biochemistry 1. MF Charles Uni., Prague)
A leading personality in Czech medical biochemistry, a noted and internationally renowned scientist, teacher and mentor to several generations of medics. Together with his colleagues he discovered the non-specific binding of insulin with human serum alpha-2-macroglobulin in vitro. Also important has been Professor Kraml’s contribution to the formulation of postgraduate medicine in biomedicine. He has always shown the ethical integrity of a university teacher, which has meant that he has justly received many awards for merit even in his advanced age following November 1989 (see photo 2).

	Prof. RNDr. Jaroslav Květina, CSc. (Institute for experimental biopharmacy, Hradec Králové)

	Prof. Květina is a noted creative and leading personality in the field of pharmacology and pharmacy in the Czech and Slovak Republics, and he has gained a prominent position in his field in Europe. Through his work he has significantly contributed to the development of the field of clinical pharmacology and was the founder of the field of clinical pharmacy. After 1989 he took a leading role in the reopening of the Pharmaceutical faculty in Brno. He has become, as one of the few Czech pharmacologists, a noted mastermind on the international stage. Prof. Květina also deserves merit for the foundation of the Pharmaceutical faculty of Charles University in Hradec Králové. 
Prof. MUDr. Karel Smetana, DrSc. (Anatomical institute 1. MF Charles Uni., Prague)

	Prof. Smetana brought Czech morphology to the crossroads of further development and internationally he has become renowned in the field of the study of biocompatibility of synthetic polymers, which is a field that has had a huge practical effect in clinical medicine, for example in prosthetics, etc. As a development biologist his work is oriented toward the biology of stem cells and cell therapy.
Prof. MUDr. Milan Šamánek, DrSc., FESC (Children’s cardiac centre, Motol Faculty Hospital, Prague)

	Prof. Šamánek is an important representative of Czech paediatric cardiology and cardio surgery. Through his extensive scientific research work, many years of teaching and organisational work he has attained an influential position for Czech paediatric cardiology and cardio surgery in Europe. Professor Šamánek has taught many paediatric cardiologists and is responsible for the high level of care received by children with congenital heart defects in the Czech Republic. As president of the „Child’s Heart“ foundation he has concerned himself with ill children even after leaving his leading role. Through his scientific research, teaching and organisational work he has significantly contributed to the development of the fields of paediatric cardiology and paediatric cardio surgery in this country (see photo 3). 
Prof. MUDr. Tomáš Zima, DrSc., MBA (Institute for clinical biochemistry and laboratory diagnostics, Prague)


Prof. Zima is a notable scientific personality in the field of medical chemistry and biochemistry. He attained excellent scientific results even as a student. He has not focussed on clinical biochemistry alone, but he has applied his scientific and clinical potential and invention as a doctor at the General Faculty Hospital Nephrology Clinic. Professor Zima is a distinguished teacher, whose lectures are an example of the rational theory of teaching together with a passion for his field of expertise. 

The first honorary member of the Czech Medical Academy is 

Prof. Pavel Hamet, MD, PhD, CSPQ, FRCP(C) (CHUM Research Centre, Montreal, Quebec)
Prof. Hamet is the director of the research Centre Hospitalier de l’Université de Montreal and professor of internal medicine at the University of Montreal, Canada. He has worked for many years together with the Physiological Institute of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic and the 1st Medical Faculty at Charles University, is an honorary member of the Czech hypertension society and holder of the J. E. Purkyně Gold Medal, Charles University. Also in the Czech Republic he takes part in the organisation of scientific conferences, regularly lectures at seminars at the 1st Medical Faculty, Charles University and works together on the exchange of young scientific staff between Montreal University and Charles University, including joint teaching in post-graduate study. Last, but not least, it is notable that he is a founding member of the Canadian Insitute of Academic Medicine (Canadian equivalent of the Czech Medical Academy). 

Following the gala ceremony welcoming the new members to the academy the concert-goers were able to savour the music of W. A. Mozart – overture to the opera Don Giovanni and his Concerto for piano and orchestra in A major, KV 488, excellently performed by Ivan Moravec and conducted by Jiří Bělohlávek (see photo 4 and 5). At the close F. Mendelssohn-Bartholdy’s Symphony no. 3 „Scottish“ was performed. 

Following the concert the invited guests gathered in the hall of the Rudolfinum, where they were able to meet members of the medical academy, of whom there are now sixty-three (see photo 6 and 7). 

